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CURRICULUM VITAE 
KATHLEEN ROCKEFELLER, PT, ScD, MPH, MS 

10108 Sadler Way 
Tampa FL  33626-5412 
ergokathy@hotmail.com 

 

EDUCATION 

2002 Doctor of Science (ScD), Department of Work Environment, University of Massachusetts Lowell, 
Lowell, MA. Concentration in ergonomics and musculoskeletal epidemiology. Dissertation 
“Evaluation of an Ergonomic Intervention in Washington State Nursing Homes.” (Advisors: 
Punnett, Buchholz, Wegman, Silverstein). 

 
1990 Master of Public Health (MPH), School of Public Health and Community Medicine, University of 

Washington, Seattle, WA. Thesis research "An Evaluation of a Corporate Worksite Smoking 
Policy." (Advisors: Ehreth, Carter). 

 
1978 Certificate in Physical Therapy (PT), Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons, New 

York, NY.  
 
1978 Master of Science (MS), Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York. Concentration in exercise physiology. 

Thesis research "Anthropometric, Physiological and Psychophysical Alterations in College 
Women Consequent to an Aerobic Dance Training Program." (Advisor: Burke). 

 
1976 Bachelor of Arts (BA), Dance Major, Physical Education Minor, State University College, 

Brockport, NY. 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT 

2017 -- current Physical Therapy Department, DPT Program, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health 
Care Sciences 
Nova Southeastern University, Tampa FL 
Professor and Research Coordinator 
 

2011 -- 2017 Physical Therapy Department, DPT Program, Dr. Pallavi Patel College of Health 
Care Sciences 
Nova Southeastern University, Tampa FL 
Associate Professor and Research Coordinator 
 

2007 -- 2010 James A. Haley VA Medical Center, HSR&D/RR&D Research Center of Excellence, 
Tampa FL 

 • Research Associate/Health Science Specialist 
  
2006 -- 2011 School of Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation Sciences, College of Medicine, 

University of South Florida, Tampa FL 
 • Assistant Professor 
  
2003 -- 2005 Department of Physical Therapy, College of Applied Health Sciences, University of 

Illinois at Chicago, Chicago IL 
 • Clinical Assistant Professor 
  
1998 -- 2003 Safety and Health Assessment for Research and Prevention (SHARP) Program, WA 
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State Department of Labor & Industries, Olympia WA 
 • Ergonomist I and Project Manager 
  
1999 -- 2000 Program in Physical Therapy, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma WA 
 • Research Advisor Student Capstone Project 
  
1996 -- 1998 Physical Therapist Assistant Program, Hesser College, Manchester NH 
 • Associate Professor and Chair 
  
1996 -- 1997 Department of Physical Therapy, Sargent College, Boston University, Boston MA 
 • Lecturer and Laboratory Instructor 

 
1995 -- 1996 Safety, Health, and Environment Group, Osram-Sylvania, Danbury MA 
 • Consultant, Ergonomics and Occupational Health 
  
1985 -- 1995 Safety Resources and Health Services, US West Communications, Seattle WA 
 • Regional Manager, Ergonomics 

• Physical Therapist 
• Training and Education Provider 

  
1984 -- 1985 Sound Physical Therapy, Seattle WA 
 • Physical Therapist 
  
1983 -- 1984 Providence Hospital SportClinic & Virginia Mason Sports Medicine Clinic, Seattle WA 
 • Physical Therapist, Athletic Trainer 
  
1980 -- 1987 Department of Dance, Cornish College of the Arts, Seattle WA 
 • Faculty 
  
1978 -- 1983 University of Washington Sports Medicine Clinic and Department of Orthopaedics, 

University of Washington, Seattle WA 
 • Physical Therapist, Athletic Trainer 

• Adjunct Faculty Orthopaedics 
• Lecturer, Dance 

 
 
TEACHING 
 
Higher Education Courses Taught 
 
Nova Southeastern University DPT Program 

• PHTT 6700 Introduction to Evidence-Based Practice 
• PHTT 6802 Application of Evidence-Based Practice 
• PHTT 6900 Evidence-Based Capstone 
• PHTT 6915 Patient/Client Management post Amputation 
• PHTT 6920 Applied Clinical Decision Making 
• Adjunct in other courses 

Nova Southeastern University Faculty Residency Program Coordinator 
Nova Southeastern University PhD Program 
 
University of South Florida 

• PHT 6284 Foundations 1 
• PHT 6285 Foundations 2 
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• PHT 7264 Clinical Problem Solving 1 
o Musculoskeletal Team Leader 

• PHT 7607 Critical Inquiry 1 
o Course Director 

• PHT 7640/PHC 6050 Biostatistics 
o Liaison 

• PHT 7265 Clinical Problem Solving 2 
o Musculoskeletal Team Leader 
o Course Director 

• PHT 7626 Critical Inquiry 2 
o Course Director 

• PHT 8266 Clinical Problem Solving 3 
o Musculoskeletal Team 

• PHT 7618 Critical Inquiry 3 
o Course Director 

• PHT 7539 Human Error and Patient Safety: An Interdisciplinary Course 
 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Course Director & Primary Instructor 

• PT 617 Joint Function and Movement 
• PT 631 Musculoskeletal Dysfunction I 
• PT 632 Musculoskeletal Dysfunction II 
• PT 629 Science in Practice Seminar I 
• PT 630 Science in Practice Seminar II 

 
Hesser College 
Course Director & Instructor 

• Capstone Seminar 
 
Sargent College, Boston University 
Lecturer and Lab Instructor 

• Musculoskeletal Disorders sequence, lab instructor 
 
Cornish College of the Arts 
Course Director & Instructor 

• Kinesiology for Dance 
• Care and Prevention of Injuries for Dancers 

 
University of Washington 
Course Director & Instructor 

• Basic & Advanced Sports Medicine (Department of Orthopaedics) 
• Kinesiology for Dance (Department of Dance) 
• Clinical Instructor for PT students 

 
 
Doctoral Students 
2017 -- Kimeran Evans, PT, DPT, Occupational & Environmental Sciences, WVU School of Public 

Health, West Virginia University (Committee Member. Chair Doug Myers ScD)  
 

2010 -- Stephanie Hart-Hughes, PT, University of South Florida, Medical Sciences Concentration in 
Clinical and Translational Research. “Gait characteristics and implications for locomotor 
training in Veterans following TBI. ”Defended research proposal 1/2011. (Committee 
Member). 
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2007 -- 10 Roberta Capewell, MSN, Rocky Mountain University, Nursing Specialty Program. 
“Evaluation of a toolkit for safe patient handling in the home care setting.” (Committee 
Member; served as Interim Chair due to illness of Chairman). 
 

2005 --07 Marc Campo, PT, New York University, Program in Biomechanics and Ergonomics. “Work-
related musculoskeletal disorders in physical therapists.” (Advisor). 

 
 
Invited Educational Presentations 

2012 Creating a culture of mobility for inpatient environments. Panel. APTA Annual Conference, Tampa FL. 
2009 Toolkit for implementing safe patient handling programs (preconference course). 9th Annual Safe 

Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 
2009 Physical therapists and safe patient handling. 3rd National HealthCare Ergonomics Conference, 

Portland OR. 
2008 Safe patient handling in rehabilitation – and overview (Keynote), plus 4 other sessions. OSHA Region 

V Conference & University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Course, Milwaukee WI. 
2008 Exposure to ergonomic risk factors in physical therapy. University of Illinois at Chicago Pilot Projects 

Research Forum, Chicago IL. 
2005 Patient handling and low-lift programs. North Carolina Chapter APTA Fall Conference. 
2004 Patient handling and ergonomics. University of Michigan Center for Ergonomics course on Healthcare 

Ergonomics, Chicago IL. 
2004 Lessons learned from WA State “Getting to zero” study. Oregon OSHA Healthcare Ergonomics 

Conference, Portland OR. 
2003 Getting to zero lift and staying there. Occupational Health Special Interest Group, Orthopaedic Section. 

APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Tampa FL. 
2002 Getting to zero lift. Alaska Governor’s Annual Safety and Health Conference, Anchorage AK. 
2001 The WA State getting to zero study and implementing health and safety interventions. Division of 

Workplace Health and Safety, Brisbane Australia. 
2001 Getting to zero in WA State nursing homes. WorkCover Corporation & Australia Nursing Federation, 

Adelaide, Australia. 
2001 Getting to zero in WA State nursing homes. WorkSafe Victoria, Melbourne Australia. 
2001 Evaluation of an ergonomic intervention: Getting to Zero in WA State nursing homes (Keynote). 

Ergonomics Society of Australia Annual Meeting, Sydney Australia. 
2001 Alternative approaches to resident transfers. Panel. Oregon Alliance of Senior & Health Services Fall 

Conference, Bend OR. 
2000 Zero lift programs: do they work? Northwest Center for Occupational Health and Safety Conference. 
1996 Ergonomics for physicians. American Osteopathic College of Rehabilitation Medicine Meeting. Denver 

CO. 
1994 Ergonomics in the corporate setting. Annual Conference on Strategies in Workers’ Compensation. 

Seattle WA. 
1993 Ergonomics in the workplace. WA State Governor’s Industrial Safety and Health Conference. Seattle 

WA. 
1993 The effect of ergonomic interventions. Panel. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting. 
1992 Occupational stress and unions. NIOSH & APA Conference on Workplace Stress. Denver CO. 
1991 Working within the employer setting. Industrial Rehabilitation Association of Washington. Seattle WA. 
1982 Therapy for the care and prevention of dance injuries. University of Washington Scientific Aspects of 

the Art of Dance. Seattle WA. 
1982 Dance injuries and the athletic trainer. NATA Annual Meeting. Seattle WA. 
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1979 Uses of dance in physical rehabilitation. Workshop. Columbia University, New York NY.  
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 
 
FUNDING 
Funding Received 
2016-18 Nova Southeastern University President’s Faculty Research & Development Grant. “Walk ‘N 

Roll: A pilot physical activity program for people with a disability.” Shaw (PI), Rockefeller. 
$15,000. 

2015-16 James A. Haley VA Hospital Center of Innovation on Disability and Rehabilitation Research 
(CINDRR) Intergovernmental Personnel Act (IPA) Agreement. “Safe patient handling and 
mobility technologies in rehabilitation to improve patient mobility and function.” Rugs (PI), 
Powell-Cope, Bulat, Campo, Darragh, Harwood, Kuhn, Rockefeller. $13,338.56. Funded. 

2013 APTA Section on Health Policy and Administration Research Grant. “Physical therapists and 
safe patient handling and movement in states with/without policy.” Weaver (PI) and Rockefeller. 
$7,600. 

2011-14 Nova Southeastern University HPD Educational Research Grant. “Where does the time go? A 
work sampling study comparing faculty activities in traditional and hybrid DPT programs.” 
Rockefeller (PI), Blackinton, Cherry, Riba, Shaw. $10,000. 

8/4/09 – 
08/1/10 

James A. Haley VA Medical Center, HSR&D/RR&D Research Center of Excellence, Tampa FL. 
“Evaluation of the VAMC Safe Patient Handling Initiative.” Co-investigator. 20% salary. 

8/4/08 – 
8/3/09 

James A. Haley VA Medical Center, HSR&D/RR&D Research Center of Excellence, Tampa FL. 
“Evaluation of the VAMC Safe Patient Handling Initiative.” Co-investigator. 40% salary. 

1/7/08 – 
5/30/08 

James A. Haley VA Medical Center, HSR&D/RR&D Research Center of Excellence, Tampa FL. 
“Evaluation of the VAMC Safe Patient Handling Initiative.” Co-investigator. 30% salary. 

2006-07 UAW-Ford National Joint Committee on Health and Safety. “Validity and reliability study of the 
Ergonomics Surveillance Tool and Program.” Co-investigator with Bernard and Drinkhaus. 
$140,000. 

2005-06 National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. T42OH008672-01. “Ergonomic risk factors 
in the practice of physical therapy. Principal Investigator. ”$15,000. 

Requested but Not Funded 
2011 VA RR&D. “Gait Characteristics: Implications for Locomotor Training in Veterans Following TBI.” 

Co-PI with Hart-Hughes (PI), Groer, Scott, Darkangelo, &Massengale. $199,459 requested for 2 
years. (10% effort). Not funded. 

2010 Doris Duke Charitable Foundation Fund for National Projects. “Dance Wellness Project.” Co-PI. 
$160,118 requested. Not funded. 

2009 USF Interdisciplinary Researcher Development Grant. “Assessing risks for musculoskeletal 
disorders and exposure to violence in home health physical therapy work.” Co-PI with Daisy 
Chang, PhD, Department of Environmental and Occupational Health, College of Public Health. 
$49,870. Not funded. 

2008 Florida Medical Malpractice Joint Underwriters Association Dr. Alvin Smith Grant Program. 
“Evaluation of safe patient handling equipment in the home.” With Capewell, R. $1,000,000 
requested; program canceled. 

2006 National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. “Exposure assessment of physical job risk 
factors in physical therapy.” Submitted application for R03 funding.” $100,000 total for 2 years. 
Not funded. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Peer-Reviewed Articles 
Published: 
Harwood K, Darragh A, Campo M, Rockefeller K, Scalzetti D. Systematic Review of Safe Patient 

Handling and Mobility Programs to Prevent Musculoskeletal Injuries in Occupational and Physical 
Therapists and Assistants. International Journal of Safe Patient Handling & Mobility. 
2018;8(1):46-56. 

Haines J, Arnold M, Rockefeller K. Integration of Safe Patient Handling and Mobility Principles in 
Professional Physical Therapy Education. JPTE. Submitted, under review. 

Rockefeller K, Enos L, Eldredge D. Educational Case Report: A Safe Patient Handling and Mobilization 
Training Program in an Academic Medical Center. American Journal of Safe Patient Handling & 
Mobility. 2016;6(3):120-129. 

Rockefeller K, Weaver J. Physical Therapists and Safe Patient Handling and Movement in States 
with/without Policy. American Journal of Safe Patient Handling & Mobility. 2016;6(3):98-103. 

Rockefeller K. (2016). Appraising evidence about safe patient handling and mobility. American Journal of 
Safe Patient Handling & Mobility. 6(1):33-38. 

Rockefeller K., Proctor R. (2011). What is the role of gait belts in safe patient handling and movement 
programs? American Journal of Safe Patient Handling & Movement. 1(1):27-32. 

Capewell R., Brown D., Rockefeller K. (2011). Evaluation of a toolkit for safe patient handling in the 
home care setting. American Journal of Safe Patient Handling & Movement. 1(1):22-26. 

Waters T., Rockefeller, K. (2010) Safe patient handling from a physical therapy perspective. 
Rehabilitation Nursing, 35(5):216-222. 

Rockefeller K. (2008). Using technology to promote safe patient handling and rehabilitation. 
Rehabilitation Nursing, 33(1):5-11. 

Rockefeller K. (2002). Ergonomics demonstration project: skilled nursing facility. Applied Occupational 
and Environmental Hygiene, 17(7):470-474. 

 
 
Non Peer-Reviewed Publications 
Bossen D., Daley D., Fearon H., Lowe J., Matoushek N., Miller M., Rockefeller K., Rode P., Wickstrom 

R. (2011). APTA Guideline: Occupational Health Physical Therapy Advanced Work 
Rehabilitation. 

Bernard T., Drinkaus P., Huang Y., Rockefeller K., Thompson Z. (2008). Reliability of the UAW-Ford 
Ergonomics Surveillance Tool (EST). 

Miller, D., Rockefeller, K., Miller, M., Daley, D., Pollack, J., Lechner, D. (2008). Occupational health 
physical therapy practice analysis: executive summary. Orthopaedic Physical Therapy 
Practice, 20(3):141-145. 

Rockefeller, K. Safe patient handling and rehabilitation: the white paper and beyond. (2006). 
Orthopaedic Physical Therapy Practice, 18(3):47-49. 

Rockefeller, K. The “zero lift” philosophy of patient handling: overview and key components. (2004). 
Orthopaedic Physical Therapy Practice, 14(4):35-36. 

Nelson A., Tracey C., Harwood K., Rockefeller K., Joffe M., Baxter M., Nathenson P., Whipple K., 
Rosario M., Le H. (2004). White Paper: Strategies to improve patient and health care provider 
safety in patient handling and movement tasks, a collaborative effort of the American Physical 
Therapy Association (APTA), Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN), and Veterans Health 
Administration (VHA). 
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Silverstein B., Rockefeller K., Howard N., Kalat J., Pollisar N. (2003). Getting to Zero in Washington 
State Nursing Homes: Final Report on Intervention Effectiveness. SHARP Technical Report 61-
05-2003. 

 
 
PEER REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS 
Educational Sessions 

2018 Arnold M, Dugan B, Haines J, McIlvaine J, Mechan P, Rockefeller K. New tools to facilitate mobility 
Parts One and Two. ATPA NEXT Conference & Exposition, Orlando FL. 

2018 Rugs D, Powell-Cope G, Bulat T, Kuhn J, Campo M, Darragh A, Harwood K, Rockefeller K. Safe 
patient handling and mobility technologies in rehabilitation to improve patient mobility and function. 18th 
Annual Safe Patient Handling & Mobility Conference. Orlando FL. 

2018 Campo M, Harwood K, Rockefeller K. SPHM in rehabilitation: Where is the evidence? 18th Annual 
Safe Patient Handling & Mobility Conference. Orlando FL. 

2017 Arnold M, Dugan B, Haines J, Irvine J, McIlvaine J, Mechan P, Rockefeller K. New tools to facilitate 
mobility Parts One and Two. ATPA NEXT Conference & Exposition, Orlando FL. 

2016 Arnold M., Dugan B., Haines J., Irvine J., McIlvaine J., Mechan P., Pickett L., Rockefeller K. Creative 
use of mobility equipment to improve outcomes in function and safety. Pre-conference course, Acute 
Care Section, APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Anaheim CA. 

2014 Rockefeller K., Arnold M. Rehabilitation and safe patient handling: evidence, equipment and 
opportunities. 5th National Healthcare Ergonomics Conference. Portland OR. 

2014 Enos L., Miller M., Rockefeller K. Enhancing patient safety and outcomes: the safe patient handling 
connection. 5th National Healthcare Ergonomics Conference. Portland OR. 

2014 Enos L., Miller M., Rockefeller K. Enhancing patient safety and outcomes: the safe patient handling 
connection. 14th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Mobility Conference. Orlando FL. 

2014 Rockefeller K., Arnold M., McIlvaine J. Early mobility and safe patient handling: evidence, equipment 
and opportunities. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Las Vegas NV. 

2014 Enos L, Rockefeller K, Miller M. Enhancing patient safety and outcomes: the safe patient handling 
connection. 14th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2012 Frost L., Hughes N., Rockefeller K. Safe patient handling: curricular creativity. 12th Annual Safe 
Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2012 Blackinton M., Cherry L., Page C., Riba M., Rockefeller K., Shaw K. 360° of Hybrid Education. APTA 
Annual Conference, Tampa FL. 

2011 Moving forward: Occupational Health (Broadening the scope of physiotherapy practice in work injury 
prevention and management). Pre-conference program of World Physical Therapy 2011, Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands. 

2011 Mechan P, Radawicz S, Rockefeller K. With; Gait and pre-gait technologies: Prevent falls and 
advance functional progression. 11th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando 
FL. 

2011 Frost L, Hughes N, Rockefeller K. Developing an interdisciplinary SPH curriculum for students. 11th 
Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL 

2010 Frost L, Hughes N, Rockefeller K. Curriculum update: Occupational and physical therapy. 10th Annual 
Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2010 Campo M., Rockefeller K., Pickett L., Mechan P. Safe patient handling and movement: Evidence, 
equipment, and opportunities. Pre-conference course. APTA Annual Conference, Boston MA. 

2009 Mechan P, Radawicz S, Rockefeller K. Preventing falls during therapeutic ambulation. 10th Annual 
Transforming Fall Management Prevention Practices Conference, Clearwater FL. 

2008 Rockefeller K. Risks associated with patient handling in physical therapy. 8th Annual Safe Patient 
Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 
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2009 Rockefeller K., Harwood K., Campo M., Pickett L. Body mechanics are not enough. APTA Combined 
Sections Meeting, Las Vegas NV. 

2009 Rockefeller K., Mechan P., Pickett L., Radawiec S. Beyond the Hoyer lift: New technology in 
equipment for safe patient handling. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Las Vegas NV. 

2007 Nelson A., Waters T., Rockefeller K., Harwood, K. Safe patient handling & movement in rehabilitation. 
APTA Annual Conference, Denver CO. 

2006 Radavicz S, Rockefeller K. Therapeutic use of patient handling equipment. 6th Annual Safe Patient 
Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2005 Rockefeller K. Ergonomics of patient handling and bariatrics. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, New 
Orleans LA. 

 
Platform Presentations 
2016 Weaver J., Rockefeller K. Physical therapists and safe patient handling and movement in states 

with/without policy. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Anaheim CA. 
2015 Rockefeller K., Frost L. How is patient handling being integrated into the curriculum of entry-level 

physical therapy programs? 19th Triennial Congress of the International Ergonomics Association, 
Melbourne, Australia. 

2015 Rockefeller K; Blackinton M., Cherry L., Lazinski M., Shaw K. Where does the time go? A work 
sampling study of physical therapy faculty time use. 19th Triennial Congress of the International 
Ergonomics Association Triennial Congress, Melbourne, Australia. 

2014 Blackinton M., Rockefeller K. Where does the time go? A work sampling study comparing faculty in 
traditional and hybrid DPT programs. Nova Southeastern University HPD Research Day. 

2008 Campo M., Rockefeller K. Risks associated with patient handling in physical therapy. 8th Annual Safe 
Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2006 Rockefeller K. Therapeutic use of patient handling equipment. 6th Annual Safe Patient Handling & 
Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2000 Rockefeller K., Silverstein B., Howard N. Preliminary results of an ergonomic intervention: Getting to 
Zero-Lift in WA State nursing homes. International Ergonomics Association XIVth Triennial Congress 
and Human Factors & Ergonomics Society 44th Annual Meeting, San Diego CA. 

1990 Rockefeller K., Ehreth J. A four-year follow-up evaluation of a worksite smoking policy. American 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting, New York, NY. 

1978 Rockefeller K., Burke E. Physiological, anthropometric, and psychophysical alterations in college 
women consequent to an aerobic dance training program. American Alliance of Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance Annual Meeting, Kansas City, MO. 

 
Poster Presentations 

2018 Shaw K, Rapp A, Galley R, Galindo B, Rockefeller K. Strides 2 Health: A pilot physical activity 
program for people with a disability. APTA NEXT Conference & Exposition, Orlando FL.. 

2018 Harwood K, Campo M, Darragh A, Rockefeller K, Scalzitti D. A systematic review of SPHM programs 
to prevent musculoskeletal injuries in OTs, PTs, and Assistants. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, 
New Orleans LA. 

2017 Shaw K, Rapp A, Rockefeller K, Galley R, Galindo B. Strides 2 Health: A pilot physical activity 
program for people with a disability. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta GA. 

2014 Rockefeller K, Blackinton M, Cherry L, Lazinski M, Shaw K. Where does the time go? A work 
sampling study comparing faculty in traditional and hybrid DPT programs. APTA Combined Sections 
Meeting, Las Vegas NV. 

2013 Chang C-H., Golubovich J., Mak S., Eatough E., Rockefeller K. A qualitative needs assessment for 
interventions to prevent and manage exposure to workplace violence in physical therapy practice. 
APTA Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego CA. 

2012 Chang C-H., Rockefeller K. Exposure to physical and verbal violence in physical therapy practice. 
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APTA Annual Conference, Tampa FL. 
2010 Capewell R., Nelson A., Rockefeller K., Powell-Cope G., Brown D. Evaluation of a toolkit for safe 

patient handling in the home care setting. 10th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, 
Orlando FL. 

2007 Rockefeller K., Danks B., Weirs C. Exposure to physical job risk factors for musculoskeletal disorders 
in physical therapy work: results of work sampling observations. World Physical Therapy Congress, 
Vancouver BC, Canada. 

2007 Rockefeller K., Danks B., Weirs C. Work sampling observations of physical therapy work. APTA 
Combined Sections Meeting, Boston MA. 

2007 Rockefeller K., Danks B., Weirs C. Physical risk factors for musculoskeletal disorders in physical 
therapists. 7th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference, Orlando FL. 

2005 Rockefeller K., Silverstein B. Evaluation of an ergonomics intervention in Washington State nursing 
homes. APTA Annual Conference, Boston MA. 

2004 Rockefeller K., Levin P., Silverstein B. Use of health behavior theories to study the use of mechanical 
transfer equipment by nursing assistants in nursing homes. 4th Annual Safe Patient Handling & 
Movement Conference, Tampa FL. 

 
 

SERVICE 
 
 
SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY 
 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES & ACTIVITIES 
Years Organization/Institution Committee/Activity 
2017 --  Nova Southeastern University Member Full PT Department 

Accreditation Committee 
2017 -- Nova Southeastern University Reviewer, HPERD Conference 
2016 -- Nova Southeastern University Department Admissions 

Committee 
2016 -- Nova Southeastern University College Promotion Review 

Committee 
2015 -- 16 Nova Southeastern University Department Promotion Review 

Committee 
2015 -- Nova Southeastern University Member Department Search 

Committee 
2013 -- Nova Southeastern University Member College Curriculum 

Committee 
2011 -- Nova Southeastern University Chair Department Curriculum 

Committee 
2010 -- 11 University of South Florida School of Physical Therapy & 

Rehabilitation Sciences 
Executive Cabinet 

2010 -- 11 University of South Florida School of Physical Therapy & 
Rehabilitation Sciences 

Curriculum  

2008 -- 10 University of South Florida College of Medicine Faculty Council 
2008 -- 10 University of South Florida School of Physical Therapy & 

Rehabilitation Sciences 
Search 

2008 -- 09 University of South Florida School of Physical Therapy & 
Rehabilitation Sciences 

APRSC 

2006 -- 10 University of South Florida College of Medicine Research 
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2006 -- 08 University of South Florida School of Physical Therapy & 
Rehabilitation Sciences 

Curriculum 

2004 -- 05 University of Illinois at Chicago Department of Physical 
Therapy 

Curriculum 

2004 -- 05 University of Illinois at Chicago Faculty Council 

 
 
 
SERVICES TO THE PROFESSION & OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
REVIEWER for MANUSCRIPTS & PROPOSALS; BOARD MEMBERSHIP 

2018 Proposal review for the APHA 2018 Annual Meeting & Exposition 
2018 Proposal reviewer for Human Factors and Ergonomics Society 2018 International Annual 

Meeting 
2018 As Chair of Education Research Committee, managed review of grant proposals to the 

Academy 
2018 As Chair of Education Research Committee, managed review of proposals for CSM 2019 

Education posters and platforms 
2017 Proposal reviewer for Human Factors and Ergonomics Society 2017 International Annual 

Meeting 
2017 Reviewed grant proposals for Education Section 
2017 Proposal reviewer for CSM 2018 Education Section posters and platforms 
2016 Reviewed grant proposals for Education Section 
2016 Proposal reviewer for CSM 2017 Education Section posters and platforms 
2016 Proposal reviewer for Human Factors and Ergonomics Society 2016 International Annual 

Meeting 
2015 -- Reviewer, WORK 
2015 Abstract reviewer; 19th Triennial Congress of the International Ergonomics Association  
2012 -- present Reviewer, Archives Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
2011 -- present Reviewer, Applied Ergonomics 
2011 --  Founding Board member and Officer (Treasurer), American Association of Safe Patient 

Handling and Movement 
2010 -- present Founding Editorial Board member and Reviewer, International Journal of Safe Patient 

Handling & Mobility (previously the American Journal of Safe Patient Handling & 
Movement 

2010 -- present Reviewer, Journal of Physical Therapy Education 
2008 -- present Senior Reviewer, Physical Therapy 
2006 -- 2011 Reviewer, University of South Florida Internal Awards Program 
2005 -- present Reviewer, Workers’ Compensation Board of British Columbia WorkSafe BC funding 

proposals 
2004 Reviewer, Study interview guide: “Addressing concerns about falling among older adults 

with multiple sclerosis.” University of Illinois at Chicago Department of Occupational 
Therapy 

 
OTHER SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
 
2016 -- Co-chair of OHSIG task force to develop curriculum on occupational health physical therapy 

ergonomics curriculum content 
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2014 Helped manage the 5th National Healthcare Ergonomics Conference in Portland OR 

2012 -- Subject matter expert for APTA questions related to safe patient handling and mobility 

2012 Co-leader of task force to develop curriculum on safe patient handling and movement for physical 
therapist education 

2010 Requested to participate on OHSIG task force to revise APTA Guideline on Ergonomics. 
2010 Member of working group APTA Education Section strategic plan for research. 
2010 Requested by APTA to review the WCPT Draft Policy Statement on “occupational health and 

safety of physical therapists.” 
2009 Invited to assist in developing strategic plan for APTA participation in the Global Bone & Joint 

Decade Network Conference held in 2009. Group focus was on “acute and repetitive strain 
occupational injuries” led by Dr. Kristin Archer. 

2008 Invited by National Association of Orthopaedic Nurses to review algorithms developed for safe 
patient handling and movement in the orthopedic setting. 

2008 Representative of OHSIG on Orthopaedic Section task force to develop items for APTA Clinical 
Research Agenda (CRA). 

2008 -- 11 Participant, author, reviewer for APTA task force developing content on safe patient handling and 
movement in rehabilitation to produce course for APTA Learning Center. 

2006 -- 08 Chair APTA/OHSIG initiative to develop an Alliance with the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA). 

2006 -- 10 Member, Executive Board OHSIG task force writing application for clinical specialty in 
occupational health physical therapy; application submitted 10/2010. 

2006 Invited participant original Bottom Line committee for the journal Physical Therapy. 
2006 Invited participant expanded interdisciplinary task force to plan strategies to integrate therapeutic 

safe patient handling in rehabilitation settings. 
2005 Invited participant Hooked on Evidence task force developing patient scenarios for evidence on 

low back pain. 
2005 -- Member of APTA Media Spokesperson Network 
2005 Invited participant International Work Group to create a falls prevention program to meet needs 

and concerns of people aging with multiple sclerosis for the study: “Addressing concerns about 
falling among older adults with multiple sclerosis.” University of Illinois at Chicago Department of 
Occupational Therapy, Co-PIs M. Finlayson & E. Peterson. Funded by the Retirement Research 
Foundation. 

2003 Invited participant interdisciplinary on task force of the APTA, Rehabilitation Nurses Association, 
and the VA joint project on the use of equipment and ergonomic guidelines in the rehabilitation 
setting. Produced a white paper published in 2004. 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP IN SCIENTIFIC/PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

American Association for Safe Patient Handling & Movement 
• Founding Board Member and Treasurer (2010-2015) 

American Physical Therapy Association 
• Academy of Acute Care Physical Therapy 
• Academy of Physical Therapy Education 

• Member, Research Committee 
• Chair, Research Committee (2017-- ) 

• Health Policy & Administration Section 
• Orthopaedic Section 



 

K.A. Rockefeller (05_22_18) Page 12 
 

• Occupational Health Physical Therapy Special Interest Group 
• Research Chair (2008-2012) 
• Vice-President (2005-2008) 

• Research Section 
• Evidence-Based Practice Special Interest Group 
• Qualitative Special Interest Group 

 
American Public Health Association 

• Occupational Health Interest Group 
• Physical Activity Interest Group 

Human Factors and Ergonomics Society 
• Industrial Ergonomics Section 

 
 
 

LICENSURE, CERTIFICATIONS 
 
Physical Therapist 

• Florida PT 23373 
• Washington PT00002371 (inactive) 
• Illinois (inactive) 
• Massachusetts (inactive) 

 
APTA Credential Clinical Instructor (2010) 
 
 
 

HONORS, AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

2018 Special Poster: Shaw K, Rapp A, Galley R, Galindo B, Rockefeller K. Strides 2 Health: A pilot 
physical activity program for people with a disability. APTA NEXT Conference & Exposition, Orlando 
FL. 

2016 Alpha Eta Society, Nova Southeastern University Chapter 
2011 Students’ Choice Award, DPT Class of 2011, School of Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation Sciences, 

University of South Florida 
2007 Best Poster Award, 7th Annual Safe Patient Handling & Movement Conference. 
1997 American Physical Therapy Association, Foundation for Physical Therapy. Postprofessional Doctoral 

Scholarship. 
1997 New England Epidemiology Institute Summer Program. Scholarship. 
1995 Osram-Sylvania Safety and Health division. Research assistantship through the University of 

Massachusetts Lowell, Department of Work Environment. 
1989 Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals. Small grant for MPH research through the Smoking Policy Institute, 

Seattle WA. 
1987 US WEST Communications, Seattle WA. Special Merit Award for the creation, implementation and 

evaluation of regional of “slow paced conditioning” program. 
 
 
 

SELECTED CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
Selected Continuing Education Attended 

• APTA Learning Center Course: Residency and Fellowship 101 
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• APTA Learning Center Course: Successful Mentoring for Residency and Fellowship Education 
• Creating Integrated Systems of Care, CoHSTAR Conference 2017, Boston MA 
• NEXT 2017 Conference & Exposition, Boston MA 
• CSM 2016 Anaheim CA 
• 19th Triennial Congress of the International Ergonomics Association (2015) 
• CSM 2014 Las Vegas NV 
• 14th Annual Safe Patient Handling East Conference 
• 5th National Health Care Ergonomics Conference 
• CSM 2013 San Diego CA 
• 13th Annual Safe Patient Handling East Conference 
• PT 2012 Tampa FL 
• 2011 ERRIS Intensive Workshop on Grant Writing, Preparation, and Submission in Rehabilitation 

Research 
• 2010 USC Division of Biokinesiology & Physical Therapy Evidence-Based Practice Institute for 

Physical Therapy Faculty 
• APTA Department of Accreditation Self-Study Workshop for Physical Therapy Programs 
 

 


